
WEEKLY ECONOMIC REPORT:   
Farm Advisors NZ Ltd & AgSafe NZ Ltd 
Property & Farm Management Consultants& Safety Consultants 

Phone: 07-8563443;   e-mail: findlay@farmconsulting.co.nz We are located at Innovation Park in Hamilton. 
Website: www.farmconsulting.co.nz          http://agsafe.nz   Follow AgSafe on Facebook. 

20 November  2021 
Daily grass growth rates:                                   Range  70 to 90 kg DM/ha/day.  
Average pasture cover:                                      2525 kg DM/ha.   
10 cm soil temperature:                                     19.4⁰C    
Rainfall  (Hamilton)– Month to date:                58 mm.   November 10 year Av 96 mm. 
Stock prices report:                                            Steers                           $3.198kg 
        Bulls                                   $3.157/kg 
               Boner Cows                           $2.504/kg 
                                                    Store lambs                             $130.62 
          Feeder Calves                         $120.00 

   Weaner bulls  100 to 150 kg  $423.66/head or $3.928/kg 
It is time to check the mating progress as many will be 6 weeks into mating.  There are mixed reports coming in from 
farmers as to submission rates and returns.  It is the 2022, 2023 production you are planning.  Culling cows because they 
are empty is cow wastage.   

Week commencing 22 November 2021 
 This Week Nth Is This Week Sth Is Last Week Av 1 Year ago 

18 kg YX Lamb (cents/kg) $9.12             $8.95          $9.02 $6.80 

21 kg Mutton (cents/kg) $6.70  >               $6.60           $6.72 $4.75 

     

P2 Steer (270 to 295 kg) $6.30  >        $6.05            $6.17 $5.00 

M Cow (160 to 195 kg) $4.45       $4.55         $4.50 $3.75 

Bull (270 to 295 kg) $6.10            $6.00                     $6.05 $4.88 

     

Venison (60 kg AP Stag) $6.90       $6.90           $6.95 $5.75 

  Previous Week 1 year ago   2 yrs ago 

Fine Crossbred Indicator price $2.76  ^ $2.72 $ 2.79         $ 4.609 

Mid Micron Indicator price $7.07  ^   $7.07 $7.90           $11.90 

Butter (NZ $ per tonne) $ 7050 $7050 $ 5550         $6550 

Skim Milk Powder (SMP NZ $ per tonne) $ 4750 $ 4750 $ 4050         $4600 

Whole Milk Powder (WMP NZ $ per 

tonne) 
$ 5350 $ 5350 $ 4400        $5150            

Cheddar Cheese (NZ $ per tonne) $ 6200 $6200 $ 5550         $5600 

Casein (lactose casein NZ $ per tonne)  $14750 $14750 $ 11550       $11400 

Global Dairy Trade Index 1335 1310 970                1071 

US currency $0.704 $0.700 $0.692         $0.642 

Euro $0.620 $0.612 $0.583         $0.583 
Australian dollar $0.981 $0.961 $0.949         $0.948 
 
Finance:  The NZ dollar remained steady over the week.  Internal business indicators remain weak as businesses struggle to 
understand the Covid-19 restrictions coming into the Christmas period.  The “traffic-light” system is not clear!!  
Wool:  Wool prices remain in the doldrums with prices being received are often less than the cost of shearing.   
Beef, Sheep & Venison schedules: Schedules are steady in most categories with some minor intercompany changes.  
Dairy Prices The g/DT lifted 1.9% again this week with a decent volume offered.  WMP lifted 1.9%, Butter was up 3.5%.  The 
Futures market has the suggested farm-gate payout of $9.00/kg ms.    

  
Cultivation and harvests needs are changing and it is important to check any equipment that will be going into storage for a few 
months or more.  If repairs are required order the parts now as there is a delay, and it also helps when the equipment is required next 
time.  Make sure the items are clean and serviced before parking them in the back of the shed!!! 
 
Quote:  “Life is about accepting the challenges along the way, choosing to keep moving forward, and savoring the 
journey.” 
 



Need Help. If at any time you just want to talk about being isolated on your farm and to have a chat, just call me – no charges!!  
027-2872886.  Rural Support Trust 0800-787-245.  Lifeline 0800-543354.  Crisis TXT – HELP (4357)  

You can hear us live on the radio on Monday morning at 7.35 am with Brian Kelly on Country Sport Breakfast – Radio NZ 
Gold AM.  792 AM in the Waikato & 1332 AM in Auckland. 

Jim’s Weekly Rant:  
An open letter to New Zealand. 
Dear New Zealanders, 
I am writing on behalf of the farmers as it appears that the government is not listening to the rural community, and for that 
matter to many of the self-employed people and property owners in New Zealand.  For a Minister of the Crown to stand in 
parliament and suggest the Groundswell movement is a group of “anti-vaxxers” and “racists” is abhorrent and shows the 
ignorance and arrogance  of the current government.  The only reason may be that they, the government, are scared of the 
growing rejection of their policies and controls.  If that is the case our message may be being heard. 
The principals espoused by the Groundswell Movement are matters that affect us all, and the process by which they have 
been legislated must be of real concern to every New Zealander.  

o The Three Waters Reform affects everyone and it will be reflected in all our living costs – rates, taxes and new 
charges.  Many farmers and rural dwellers are part of small rural community water schemes often paid for by the 
users, the assets will be confiscated and the management and up-grading will be via faceless bureaucrats divorced 
for the reality of the local needs. 

o The Significant Natural Area’s is again another land confiscation and impinges on the property rights of 
everyone.  Farmers have for many years gifted many of these areas to the QE II Trust.  Most farmers already 
protect areas of significance so why the need for legislation and confiscation other than to create more anxiety in 
the rural sector.  Farmers care about the environment and the land.  

o National Policy on Indigenous Biodiversity again impinges on the private land-owners property rights and most 
farmers do the right thing anyway.  They are farmers because they love and care for the environment. 

o Seasonal Rural Workers require priority through MIQ or any alternative entry system.  Agriculture has kept NZ 
going for decades and this has been obvious to all during the current pandemic.  The rural sector needs staff.  
Rurals jobs are great and we need a constant steam of keen employees to enter the country. 

o Climate Change is a thorny topic, but the sale of land to be tree/carbon farms must stop as there is no long-term 
future.  It can only be considered to be the 21st century version of the Tulip trade of the 1620’s.  It failed. 

o Crown Pastoral Land Reform Bill must be dropped as it will over-regulate the use of the high country in NZ and 
these farmers must be the greatest conservationists without regulation. 

o The Clean Car Package which is simply known as the ute-tax is dumb and should be done away with.  It is 
discriminatory as Utes are considered to be an essential item on a farm. 

The Rural community has been over-burdened with bureaucracy and regulations, filling in forms and being required to 
comply with over-zealous legislation much of which has little effect on the operation of the farm other than to pay more 
money to a wider group of trough dwellers.  The farming community have worked hard to produce through the pandemic, 
they have saved NZ from financial ruin.  The returns have increased and the costs have also increased exponentially.  The 
rural sector must be allowed to operate with the knowledge that they are appreciated and supported.  The farmers in NZ 
are honest hard working people who care about the environment and will protect the land for future generations.  
Give them your support and help them stand up to the increasing legislative nonsense that will eventually drive them off the 
land. 
 
Regards 
James Findlay 
Rural Consultant. 
 
 
 
Contact AgSafe NZ Ltd - Phone 027-2872886.  We can prepare your Work Safe manual and hazard management plan 
at a very competitive price.  We can arrange drug tests and farm maps for your property. 
 
Calf rearing is important for your future production – Check out the Bell-Booth “Queen of Calves” rearing 
plan.  There is research data from Massy University measuring the benefits.  They are clearly documented and 
the long-term benefits are more production per cow and longevity of the animals!!  Research has shown calves 
can be weaned approximately 22 days earlier when Queen of Calves is used. 
 

Q-Labs  for your comprehensive farm soil & nutrient test.  Qlabs are based in Waipawa.  
Soils:  Full Soil Analysis,  Soil Respiration Test,  Home Garden Soil Testing 
Feeds:  Full Feed Analysis,   Ruminant Nitrogen Utilization Efficiency (RNUE),   ME (Metabolizable Energy),    Feed 
Single Element ,    DM (Dry Matter),   Nitrate (Feeds)  



Waters & Effluents:  In Depth Water Test,   Water - Bacterial,   Water - Extras,   Dairy Effluent  (TKN),   Dairy Effluent 
(Totals).   Check out their services at www.qlabs.co.nz  Phone 0800-857733 
 
AgDrive offers courses to upskill yourselves and your staff.  It is important to ensure staff are upskilled and offered 
skill training courses.    AgDrive is an independent training establishment.  For course details and training 
information contact Sue 027-2354408.  
 
Drone Spraying a cost-effective way to spray weeds, sow grass seed etc.  www.dronespraying.co.nz   Check it out 
and call Pete Campbell on 021-835375 or email pete@dronespraying.co.nz 
 


